
April 18, 2019  
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 
were present.   
 
Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda. Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 2nd meeting as submitted.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward discussion on the forfeited funds from the employee flexible spending account and 
stated that these funds could only be used for wellness activities for the benefit of all employees.  After some 
discussion, the consensus of the board was to wait to talk with Sarah Kjono of Norman Mahnomen Public Health 
with respect to ways that this might be used for the benefit of all employees for wellness activities.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Jill Murray, SAMA, was in to request to hire temporary help for summer to re-sketch what was lost in 
the computer compromise.  A/T Hanson noted that she would check with MCIT to see whether any of these 
expenses could be recouped following the data compromise and using the insurance coverage.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to allow Jill to hire a temporary person for the sketch program.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Jill also brought before the board 3 parcels needing abatement of taxes based on clerical error for Lyle Bakke.  
She explained that there had been some legal matters that had caused homestead to be pulled and when all was 
sorted out between the attorneys, Mr. Bakke should have retained homestead on the properties.  Commissioner 
Gunderson made a motion to approve the abatements as presented.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:42 a.m. Kelly Kappes, custodian, presented the board with two plumbing proposals for the lower level ladies 
restroom.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to accept the proposal from Holm Plumbing for the repairs in 
the amount of $450.35.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. Darin Ramey, Manager of the Heart of the Valley Golf Club and David Stene, President of the HOV, 
brought forward issues regarding their current liquor license at the HOV, stating that Minnesota is the last state in 
the union to have 3.2 beer, and their current distributor doesn’t know how long this will be available, or if he will be 
able to supply them for the entire season.  The consensus of the board was that they should complete a new 
application and if possible, return to the board later in the morning once they have all the information needed from 
the State with regard to a hard liquor license.   
 
At this time Commissioner Hall brought forward information regarding the property to the west of the courthouse 
and asked the board members to think about whether they might be interested in purchasing this property should 
it be put on the market.   
 
At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Redland called for a short break.   
 
At 10:00 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson presented her agenda beginning with the flooding and CSAH 18 Bridge damage.  
Ms. Swenson stated that on Monday, April 8th, approximately 6:00 p.m. the Highway Dept was notified that Bridge 
No. 54507 had collapsed.  This bridge is located 6 miles south of the Polk County line and is over Judicial Ditch 
53, Lateral 2.  The Highway Dept responded and placed barricades and required road closed signage.  Since that 
time the Highway Dept has been in contact with state aid and this would qualify for FHWA Funds for replacement, 
and they are working to expedite replacement.  A map with identification of the flood damaged roads was 
distributed along with estimate numbers for repairs of the spring flood damage which will be submitted to FEMA.    
 



The next item on Ms. Swenson’s agenda was SAP 054-654-003.  They have received final approved plans for 
SAP 054-654-003, Ada South Industrial Park Project.  Jerilyn requested approval to begin project advertising with 
bid opening to be Thursday, May 30, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve 
advertising for SAP 054-6540993.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
The next item on Jerilyn’s agenda was SAP 054-625-022 and CP 19-106-01, the road raises in the City of 
Hendrum to coordinate with the Highway 75 overlay.  She has received the final approved plans and documents 
for these projects.  The Right of Way process has not been finalized for the project, however, she is hoping that in 
the next week they will have signed documents from all parties.   
 
The next item on the Highway Dept agenda was the 2019 paving projects which are currently being advertised 
and bid opening will be on Monday, May 6th at 2 p.m.   
 
Jerilyn did note they sent out 7 Requests for Proposals for the anticipated construction project and had received a 
total of 5 proposals which will be reviewed at the Building Committee meeting on April 19th.  She also noted that 
Attorney Brue expects that in 60-90 days we will get a thumbs up from the State of Minnesota on the transfer of 
property from the City of Ada to the county for the project.  Ms. Swenson also distributed the 2018 Annual Report 
for review with discussion at the next board meeting.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, updated the board on the spring flooding in the county, as well as state-wide 
distributing a map of county declarations of a state of emergency, along with an Emergency Executive Order 19-
30 from Governor Tim Walz that was signed on April 11, 2019.  Gary stated that Norman County had exceeded 
over $1,000,000 in losses and should qualify for FEMA reimbursement on a 75% basis with the State of MN 
reimbursing 25%.  This was an early estimate including county, township and city damages.  Mr. Johanson stated 
that he would be coordinating a FEMA informational meeting together with John Moore from the State of 
Minnesota, Department of Public Safety.  He anticipated this meeting would be on May 20th or 21st.   
 
At 10:50 a.m. David Stene returned to the board meeting with further information regarding the Heart of the Valley 
Liquor License.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the hard liquor license for the Heart of the 
Valley Golf Club.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board a request from Jason Brown of David Drown Associates with regard to the 
City of Hendrum.  Donna explained that she had received a phone call from Mr. Brown asking if the county had a 
policy regarding economic development tax abatement as the City of Hendrum is contemplating a large 
infrastructure financing project.  Ms. Hanson explained that when she said no, Mr. Brown asked if the county 
would be willing to send a letter to the City of Hendrum declining participation in such tax abatement as that would 
allow the City of Hendrum to finance their public infrastructure improvements for a 20 year period rather than 15 
years.  A/T Hanson noted that she simply wanted to make the board aware of this conversation and that she 
intended to prepare a letter declining participation for the City of Hendrum.   
 
A/T Hanson also brought before the board an e-mail received from Sarah Priest, a Partnership Specialist with the 
Chicago Regional Census Center requesting to have a meeting on Tuesday, April 23rd at 8:00 a.m. asking the 
county to invite Department Heads, City and Township elected officials and staff to attend.  Commissioners felt 
this would be a good meeting to have and Commissioners Hall and Redland stated that they would be able to 
attend.  A/T Hanson stated that she would send out e-mails to officials to make them aware of the upcoming 
meeting, and would coordinate with Ms. Priest.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting and discussed with the board the anticipated 
timeline with regard to the property acquisition for the Highway Department.  James stated that he had prepared 
the packet and it was on its way to the MN Attorney General’s Office and he anticipates hearing from them within 
60-90 days.   
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board an Application for Exempt Permit for the Wild Rice Conservation Club for a 
gambling permit for a deer hunting raffle event held at the County Road 28 Bar and Grill, on November 16, 2019.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Application for Exempt Permit for the Wild Rice 
Conservation Club.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 



At 11:15 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, entered the meeting and presented the board with information on the Pay 
Equity Report.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Pay Equity Report 
and to send it to the State of Minnesota.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:30 a.m. Commissioner Gunderson left the meeting.   
 
The next item from Mr. Cariveau was discussion regarding an addendum to the Human Resources Agreement 
with gCariveau & Associates.  Galen explained that he would like to supplement the services he provides the 
county by using a Human Resource Assistant employed by gCariveau & Associates to do some of the clerical 
work under his supervision, this would afford fewer hours billed at $40 per hour, and would be billed at a lower 
rate of $25 per hour, so would not increase the approved budget for 2019.  After some discussion, Commissioner 
Hall made a motion to approve the addendum to the gCariveau & Associates Human Resources Agreement with 
Norman County for 2019.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman 
Redland signed the addendum to the agreement and this will be on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
At 11:35 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, entered the meeting and presented the board with a Clinical Affiliation 
Agreement for Student Internship from UND.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
approve the UND Clinical Affiliation Agreement.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
Ms. Kjono also informed the board that she had received a letter of resignation from Shellie Bueng, Public Health 
Nurse, with May 1st being her last day.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the resignation of 
Ms. Bueng, thanking her for her 10 years of service to Public Health and approving advertising for a public health 
nurse.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Redland asked if the board members had the opportunity to review the bills.  There was discussion 
regarding the payment to vendor 1869, Revize, and upon A/T Hanson looking at the Audit list immediately noted 
that a mistake had been made in data entry, and that part of the entry should be paid to the Twin Valley Times. 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills with the change to the payment to vendor 1869, 
and the remainder of that entry paid to the Twin Valley Times.   
 
Revenue - $194,945.64   Road & Bridge - $8,813.18  Building - $3,148.42 
 
Economic Development - $294.84 Public Health - $3,702.48  Solid Waste - $300.00 
 
Airport Authority - $3,345.00  TOTAL - $214,549.56 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 11:53 a.m.   
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Nathan Redland, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
   


